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 Our waitress returned to see what we wanted for dessert. When dessert arrived, Philip asked, 
“Are you familiar with The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis?” 
 “Yes,” I replied. I had read the first three to my son, Ryan and watched the BBC TV 
production of the first four books. And in 2005, 2008 and 2010 I would see the commercial 
movie adaptations of The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe, Prince Caspian, and The Voyage 
of the Dawn Treader. 
 “In Prince Caspian,” said Philip, “I was struck by how Aslan tells the older children that they 
are too old to return to Narnia. I thought Aslan would admonish them to keep their hearts young 
so they could return. Instead Aslan says they have outgrown the age when they can experience 
Narnia directly or literally.” In the movie version Peter and Susan are told to take the lessons 
they’ve learned in The Land of Narnia and apply them in the real world. 
 As Philip’s map of God changed, he tried to stay within the Christian faith as a ‘progressive 
Christian.’ Instead of seeing Aslan as a symbol for Christ, the way traditional Christians do 
(including C. S. Lewis), progressive Christianity sees both Aslan and Christ as symbols or 
metaphors of something beyond them, of a life of goodness that is aligned with what is sacred. 
“That is what I believe as well,” said Philip. “But progressive Christians have chosen to stay 
within Christianity and be an alternative to traditional faith and belief, while I, reluctantly, have 
become a post-Christian.” In the words of the movie, Philip was seeking to take some of the 
lessons he learned in The Land of Christianity back into the real world. 
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